Inverted Parallel Structure in Galatians 5:13—6:5
On careful examination, an inverted parallel structure can be seen in Galatians }:4UQ:} This will be considered from the outside
first, working towards the centre.

Context

To the Judaisers it is inconceivable that anyone who is not under the law can avoid apostasy. Paul answers by showing them that
the opposite is the case: the liberty of the Spirit can give the power to live to a higher standard than the law is able to do. The law
of Christ has a continuity with the Torah, yet is superior. Paul also appears to be concerned by a lack of Christian love amongst
the Galatians.

A. The Law of Love

13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty;
only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this:
"You shall love your neighbour as yourself"

B. The opposite to the law of love |

15 but if you
bite and devour one another
beware lest you be consumed by one another

voNb-08 Obedience to the law of love is achieved by walking in the Spirit

B’ The opposite to the law of love |

26 Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another

envying one another

A’ The Law of Love

6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual
restore such aone in a spirit of gentleness,

considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

6:2 Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.
[6:3-5 continues the idea]

A. The Law of Love

Similarities: The law of Christ, which is the same as the law of love, has to do with loving one another and bearing their burdens.
They are to be loved "as yourself” v.§® and "considering yourself" v. %

Differences: The first is a basic statement of the law, aligning it with liberty and contrasting it with the flesh. Paul needs to show
that the liberty that they have does not lead to lawlessness, but instead to a higher standard of law keeping. He explains this by
going through a series of contrasts, until O:4f where he can round off the argument by giving a critical area of application that
highlights the difference between the systems of flesh and Spirit.

Paul’s overall purpose is stated in v.4, to show that the Gospel of Christ does not lead to sinful behaviour, but on the contrary
to a higher standard of behaviour than the law was ever able to enforce. This is in continuity with the law, as shown by the quote

from Lev 4" :Hy.

B. The opposite to the law of love
Similarities: These verses each have two statements of behaviour antithetical to the law of love.

They function as a contrast to (C): what it means to walk in the Spiri.
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A & B The Law of Love and its opposite

C. Walk in the Spirit |
16 | say then: Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

D. War with the lusts of the flesh |

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
and these are contrary to one another
so that you do not do the things that you wish

M. 0N Power over the works of the flesh is in the Spirit, not the Law

D’ War with the lusts of the flesh |

24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh
with its lusts and desires.

C’. Walk in the Spirit

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

A’ & B’ The Law of Love and its opposite

C. Walk in the Spirit

Similarities: The exhortation to walk in the Spirit (note that a different verb is used in the Greek). A reason is given in each case.
Differences: v.40 functions as an introduction to the contrasts made between the flesh and the Spirit. The reason is a negative one,
tied into (D) v.% -Bk. However, v.B] is tying in to the positive description of life in the Spirit in (D’) v.BR-80 and so the reason for
walking in the Spirit is a positive one.

D. War with the lusts of the flesh

Similarities: Both are describing the battle between the flesh and the Spirit.

Differences: v describes a war being fought, but in v.#2 there is victory. The key to the victory is the historical event of the death
of Christ in whom we have died to the power of the flesh. The purpose of v.4I is to introduce the tension, whereas v.82 resolves it.

C. Paul’s purpose now is to explain how good behaviour can co-exist with liberty. In doing so he describes the power behind it
and provides motivation. The power is the Spirit. It is by walking in the Spirit that we have victory over the flesh.

D. The two contesting forces have been introduced, and now need to be explained. They are utterly opposed to each
other, and the flesh would try and bring us under its power.

E & F. The law is unable to resolve the power struggle which was set up in (D).
D’ The answer is to be found in Christ and his death. The power of the flesh has been destroyed by Christ’s death.
C’ Paul can now return to the theme of walking in the Spirit, sinceU
he has described what it means: (F’) as compared with (F),

he has provided the motivation: otherwise you fall prey to the flesh (D) and risk apostasy (end of F),
and he has explained the power: the law has no power (E & E’) and Christ has crucified the flesh (D).
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A & B The Law of Love and its opposite

C & D. Achieved by Walk in the Spirit § but Conflict with the Flesh

E. The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit |

18. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

E. The works of the flesh and the Spirit |

19-21. Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissentions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which | tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

F’. The works of the flesh and the Spirit |

22-23a. Butthe fruit of the Spirit is:
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

E’ The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit |

23b. Against such there is no law.

C’ & D’. Achieved by Walk in the Spirit § Conflict with the Flesh Resolved

A’ & B’ The Law of Love and its opposite

E. The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit.

Similarities: Both contain a negative statement about where the law operates.

Differences: The first describes the people who are not under the law, and the second describes the kinds of behaviour that does
not fall under the jurisdiction of the law.

F. The works of the flesh and the Spirit
Similarities: Both are lists of ways of behaving, introduced by a formula.
Differences: There is obviously a strong contrast between the two lists. The first is much longer, and concludes with a warning.

E. Paul has set up a tension which he must eventually resolve. The expected resolution is that the /aw is the answer, but Paul says
that the law no-longer has authority for those under the Spirit.

F. This point must now be proved. Paul lists precisely what he means by the works of the flesh, and affirms that no-one
who lives in them will be saved. This connects with v.iIUthe things that they do even though they do not wish to. These
are the weapons of the flesh, and the law has no power to give freedom from them.

F’. The works of the Spirit are called ‘fruit’ to convey the idea that they come forth inevitably from the new existence.

E’ Paul is ready to prove (E): there is absolutely no way the law could have produced such fruits, since it is not possible to legislate
for them.

Conclusion

The problem with the law was not that it was wrong, but that it was powerless against the flesh. By means of the Spirit, the
believer is able to live in the way that the law intended us to live, but was not able to achieve. The victory was through Jesus’
death (v.24) which broke the power of the flesh, and his sending the life-giving Spirit who by working on the inside enables us to
do what the law is powerless to achieve from the outside. So the Spirit leads us to live by the law of love, announced in (4) (5:13-
14) and causes us to raise up the fallen brother or sister (4) (6:1-2) rather than beat them down (B, B) (5:15,26).
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Complete Structure of Galatians 5:13—6:5

A. The Law of Love |

13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty;
only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this:
"You shall love your neighbour as yourself"

B. The opposite to the law of love |

15 but if you
bite and devour one another
beware lest you be consumed by one another

C. Walk in the Spirit |
16 | say then: Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

D. War with the lusts of the flesh |

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
and these are contrary to one another
so that you do not do the things that you wish

E. The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit |

18. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

E. The works of the flesh and the Spirit |

19-21. Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissentions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which | tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

F’. The works of the flesh and the Spirit |

22-23a. Butthe fruit of the Spirit is:
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

E’. The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit |

23b. Against such there is no law.

D’. War with the lusts of the flesh |

24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh
with its lusts and desires.

C’. Walk in the Spirit |

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

B’. The opposite to the law of love |

26 Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another
envying one another

A’ The Law of Love

6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual
restore such aone in a spirit of gentleness,

considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

6:2 Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.
[6:3-5 continues the idea]
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Complete Structure in Greek

A. The Law of Love |

13 "Yuelc yop £ édevBepio ekANONTE, GdeA@OL-
HOVOV P TV EdevBepioy E1G APOPUTV T1) COPKL,
AALO O Thig drydimng SovAebete AALALOLG.

14 6 yop moG VOpOG €V EVi AOY® TEMANPWTOL, £V TR
’AYORNCELG TOV AANGLOV GOV G CEAVTOV.

B. The opposite to the law of love |

15 &i 8¢
GAANAOVG SAKVETE KOl KOTEGOIETE,
BAémete PN DT AAAHAQV AVAA®OTiTE.

C. Walk in the Spirit |

16 Aéyw 8¢, mvedpatt repiroteite Kol EnBVULOY GopKOg 0D T TELECTTE.

D. War with the lusts of the flesh |

17 M yap ot EMOVUET KarTO TOD TVEDHLATOC, TO O TVEDILOL KOTA THG COPKOG
tadto yop AAAAAOLG dvTikELTal,
o pm o €y BEANTE TOLDTOL TOLTTE.

E. The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit |

18. €i 8¢ vebpoTL BiyecOE, 00K EGTE DTO VOPLOV.

E. The works of the flesh and the Spirit |

19-21. pavepa 8¢ EoTLv Td Epya THG COPKOG,

GTivé oty mopveia, dkaBapoio, acELYeLd, EIdmAOAATPLN, Pappokeia, ExOpat, Epig, (RAOG,
Bvpot, piBeiat, dtyootaciol, aipécels, OO vorL, Héfot, KAPOL, Kol T GO TOVTOLG, Ol TPOAEY®
VUV KOODG TPOETTOV §TL 01 TOL TOLADTOL TPAGTOVTES BooIAELOLY BEOD OV KANPOVOUAGOVGLY.

F’. The works of the flesh and the Spirit |

22-23a. ‘0 8¢ xapmog 10D nvedpotoc EoTLV
Ayamn, xopd, lpNnvn, LaKpoBLRLEL, XPNOTOHTNG, YABOSVVN, TLOTLG, TPoTNG, EYKpATELR:

E’ The law does not operate in the realm of the Spirit |

23b. kotd 1OV ToL0vT™V 00K EGTLY VOpOG.

D’ War with the lusts of the flesh |

24 01 8¢ 100 Xp16700 [ Incod] Thv 66pKa E6TADPOOOY
oLV To1g TaBfpacLY Kai Talg Embopiong.

C’. Walk in the Spirit |

25 ei{dpev nvedpott, TVEOROTL KO GTOLYDEV.

B’ The opposite to the law of love |

26 un yivopedo kevodogot,
&AAHLOVG Tpokalobpuevol,
GAANAOG pBovVODVTES.

A’ The Law of Love |

6:1 "Adel@otl, E0v Kol TPOANULEOT BVOP®TOG EV TIVL TAPATTOLOTL, DIETG Ol TVEVOLTLKOL
katoptilete TOV 1010070V €V TvedpaTL TpaiTnTOCg,

CKOT@V CEAVTOV, P kol 60 TELPALGOTG.

6:2 *AAARA®V Ta Bdpn Baotdlete, kol 0VTog dvarAnpdoete TOV vopov 0D Xprotod.
[6:3-5 continues the idea]
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